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Featured Story

The featured story for the month of August is the blog titled ‘To Stay Afloat, India Needs to Adapt’, written
by Dr Indu K Murthy from the Climate, Environment and Sustainability sector. In light of the recently released
6th Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), India needs to integrate
climate risks into its development plans to stay afloat, writes Dr Murthy in this article.

CSTEP Changemakers
The IPCC report brings into sharp focus the urgent need for all
stakeholders to step up to address the climate emergency that we face,
as the kind of world that future generations inhabit will depend on our
actions.
– Dr Indu K Murthy - Climate, Environment and
Sustainability Sector
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world. The consolidated Press Release for the
entire event is available on our website Events
page. The summit received widespread coverage
in the national and regional media.

India
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In the News
In August 2021, CSTEP was featured

eleven times in the media, which included eight opinion

articles and three mentions of CSTEP studies in prominent publications.
The Financial Express published an article by Ms Sreerekha Pillai from the
Communication and Policy Engagement team. In the article titled ‘India
Needs Urgent Climate Funding To Keep 1.5°C Alive’, the author writes that
in the backdrop of the recently released Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report, India will need climate funding at an
unprecedented scale and speed to pace up climate action.

ET EnergyWorld published an article on hydrogen economy titled ‘A
hydrogen economy can have huge dividends for India’ by Mr Viswanath
Dibbur from the Computational Tools team. In the article, the author
mentions that investment in hydrogen can fast track India’s AatmaNirbhar
aspirations and climate goals.

An article by Mr Abhishek Nath, Sector Head – Energy and Power, was
published in the special ‘ESG Edition’ of Solar Quarter magazine. In this
article, the author opines that companies that are environmentally benign,
create social value, and are backed by robust governance mechanisms are
in demand among investors.

The Wire Science published an article titled ‘The ‘sweet’ spot for ethanol
blending’, by Ms Ramya Natarajan from the Climate, Environment and
Sustainability sector. The government’s Roadmap for Ethanol Blending in
India 2020–2025 lays out a plan to achieve a 20% ethanol blending target
by 2025 using sugarcane and foodgrains. In this article, the author writes
that it is E10 that hits a sweet spot when it comes to the benefits of
sugarcane-based

ethanol

fuel-blending

and

sustainable

practices.

Another article, written by Ms Trupti Deshpande from the Climate,
Environment and Sustainability sector has been published by Mobility
Outlook as part of a 3-article guest series. In the article, titled ‘Charging
Stations At Residential Apartments Are Key To EV-Charged Future’, the
author talks about the challenges faced by big apartment complexes that
do not have a designated provision for EV charging and suggests potential
solutions.
In an opinion piece titled 'Turn down the heat - Coping with energy demand
and thermal comfort' in ET Energy World, Ms Poornima Kumar from
Climate, Environment and Sustainability sector wrote on how India can cope
with soaring heat and stay thermally comfortable while minimising energy &
emissions impacts of AC usage.

An opinion article by Mr Saptak Ghosh from the Energy and Power sector
was published in Renewable Watch. In the article, titled ‘Revival Strategy’,
Mr Ghosh opines that business models driven by electricity distribution
companies (DISCOMs) could help increase the penetration of solar rooftop
photovoltaic systems in India.

Another article on ‘Battery Technology Roadmap’, written by Dr NS Suresh
and Mr Bhupesh Verma from the Materials and Strategic Studies sector,
has been published in the EMobility+. In this article, the authors opine that
emerging battery chemistries can play a crucial role in the EV revolution.

Mr Abhishek Nath, Sector Head – Energy and Power, was quoted in an
article published in the Business Standard. The article quotes Mr Nath as
saying that we should be "cautious in our optimism" about the new reforms
scheme proposed for DISCOMs "as many good concepts earlier have not
borne results".

Mr Saptak Ghosh from the Energy and Power sector was invited to provide
his perspective in the August edition of Solar Quarter on extension of waiver
on inter-state transmission system (ISTS) charges for renewable energy
projects.

CSTEP was mentioned in an article in the New Indian Express. The article
referred to CSTEP’s policy brief ‘Seamless DBT for agricultural consumers’,
which recommends certain prerequisites for installing meters, including
validating authorised and unauthorised IP connections, awareness
programmes for farmers on the benefits of metering, and state subsidy for
installing meters.

Tipping the Scale
In a milestone for CSTEP, Dr Indu K Murthy’s reaction to the recently
released IPCC climate report was shared by the COP26 official Twitter
handle.

Dr Jai Asundi, Executive Director at CSTEP, featured in the ChangeTransform India Podcast Series hosted by Eddie Avil, Founder and CEO of
XROM. Dr Asundi spoke on the issue of climate change. You may listen to
the podcast here.

Dr Indu Murthy has joined the Editorial Board of PLOS Climate as an
Academic Editor. PLOS Climate is a new open access journal for research
that addresses the causes and effects of climate change and dynamics.

On Our Minds

We published a blog, titled ‘Unchained Melody: Beating Research Blues
with Free Geospatial Data’, by Mr Pareexit Chauhan from the
Computational Tools sector on the CSTEP Medium page. In the article, the
author recounts his ordeal pertaining to geospatial data procurement and
hopes that the liberalisation of rules in the sector this year will boost
research in the country.

A blog related to the ICAS 2021 event was published on Medium. In this
blog, titled ‘Tackling Air Pollution at the Source’, Ms Ritika Saxena from the
Center for Air Pollution Studies (CAPS) writes that emission inventories can
help draft effective policies to check air pollution.

Tickle Tales

It has been our endeavour to keep you abreast with the significant monthly developments at CSTEP through
POLICY Matters. Please feel free to share your suggestions, if any, by writing to us at cpe@cstep.in

