2/27/2019 Lessons for other cites in Bengaluru's new framework for urban transport (Comment) | Business Standard News

BN

Keep abreast of the latest in business. *
Get notified about stories and events as

Business Stafidard ..

NIA raids homes of JeM men in J&K Search News,Stock Quotes or Companie

You are here: Home » News-IANS » Politics

Lessons for other cites in Bengaluru's
new framework for urban transport
(Comment)

IANS
Last Updated at November 18, 2018 14:05 IST

EEBE0

ALSO READ The Karnataka government has again announced the creation of a
Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority (UMTA) for Bengaluru. A

PM pitches for investments i )
UMTA could radically transform the way urban transport is

in e-vehicles manufacturing
planned and implemented in the city. However, we also need to

consider the fact that this is not the first time a UMTA is being
planned for Bengaluru. Such an attempt was also made earlier, but
the project failed to garner much success.

Bengaluru Metro gets new
Managing Director

Defence ministry agrees to
part with land for Bengaluru

projects A majority of vehicles in Bengaluru are privately owned (five million
Delhi Metro cards valid for two-wheelers and 1.4 million four-wheelers, as of 2017, for a
travel on DTC buses population of approximately 12 million). This trend has been
Bengaluru metro doubles significantly aided by the current urban transport institutional set-
coaches to 6 on one route up. Its prioritisation of elevated corridors, steel flyovers and signal-
free corridors indicates a tilt towards momentary convenience
Ad

rather than prudent sustainable mobility. Such proposals would
Private C eventually lead to increased congestion, pollution and other

Equity - v negative consequences in the years to come.
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Venture In . . .

Most autht Bengaluru's history of multiple (and often competing) transport
company ¢ agencies is a major reason for such unsustainable projects being
Contacts o

proposed and implemented. To avoid such situations, Bengaluru
needs to have a unified agency, a UMTA, which would have the
power to invest in sustainable transport projects.

The previous attempt to create a UMTA, called Bangalore Metropolitan Land Transport Authority
(BMLTA), was made in 2007. It was created along the lines of Singapore Land Transport Authority (LTA)
and was meant to decide on investments in sustainable urban transport systems.
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Even though the erstwhile BMLTA had been planned along the lines of Singapore LTA -- as has the
proposed UMTA -- there are some fundamental differences among these agencies. LTA is a land-
transport planning authority and has the power to plan land-use. In the case of Bengaluru, this power
rests with the Bangalore Development Authority (BDA).

Additionally, LTA has the authority to plan the public transport network while individual agencies are
service providers. In Bengaluru, service providers such as BMTC and BMRCL are planning and
implementing agencies. There is little support from the state government to cover operational losses of
these agencies.

Thus, it is clear that for the UMTA to be successful, it needs financial and legislative authority as well as
independent professional management. Such an empowered agency would have the power to decide
the nature of transport investments for the city.

From a financial perspective, the proposed UMTA should be able to fund both operational and capital
costs. Mechanisms such as petrol/diesel cess, congestion fees and user charges on cab aggregators can
feed into an urban transport fund to cover operational costs. On the other hand, capital costs would
require funding from state and central governments.

Given that the UMTA would be a technical agency entrusted with transport planning for the
metropolitan area, it would benefit from having a technocrat at its helm, along with a team of technically
competent staff.

If the proposed agency is to be successful, certain key issues need to be addressed first. The state and
central governments should subscribe to key principles of sustainable transport, and translate those
into capital investments. Additionally, transport agencies like BMTC and BMRCL would need to reconcile
themselves to the fact that they would be service providers and not planning agencies.

We hope that these points are taken into consideration, which, in turn, would lead to the establishment
of a successful transport authority for Bengaluru.

(Trupti Deshpande is a Research Analyst and Vivek Vaidyanathan a Research Scientist at Bengaluru's
Center for Study of Science, Technology and Policy [CSTEP], a research-policy think tank. The views
expressed at those of CSTEP. The authors may be contacted at cpe@cstep.in <mailto:cpe@cstep.in>)
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